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Question Answer Category

If two children are going to complete the FAFSA, would the full 

child support amount be listed for both or would it be split in 

half on each form?

The parent will report all child support received for children in the 

household. Therefore, the full amount will be reported on each 

FAFSA. Please remember that the untaxed income will then be 

added to the adjusted gross income to yield total income. Income 

protection allowances are then applied to the total income and the 

parent contribution to the expected family contribution is then 

equally divided between the number of college students within the 

household. 

Financial information

If grandparents live with parents but are not claimed on the tax 

return as dependents, can they still be included in the 

household size?

If the grandparents live with and receive more than half of their 

support from the parents, they can be included in the household 

size. 

Financial information

Why is child support a factor when it will no longer be received 

after the child has graduated high school or has reached the age 

of 18?

Each state has its own laws to determine when child support ends. 

Some states allow child support while the student is enrolled at a 

specified enrollment level. Child support is reported within the 2015 

untaxed income. If the child support ends during 2016, the student 

may want to contact the financial aid office to explain the change in 

untaxed income and whether or not it is appropriate to apply for 

professional judgment. 

Financial information

Can I fill out the FAFSA application, and save it halfway in case I 

need to gather more information, before continuing?

Yes, you can save the FAFSA to return to it later. Make sure to keep 

your FSA ID and FAFSA Save Key in a safe place so you will remember 

them.

General

Can international students apply for federal financial aid? In order to qualify for federal student aid, you must be a citizen of 

the United States or an eligible non-citizen. More information is 

available about eligible non-citizens at 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/Glossar

y.jsp and international students at 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/intl.jsp. 

  

General

Mapping Your Future offers this Q&A document for information purposes only and as a public service. Every situation is different and the regulations are 

complex. If you are uncertain about your rights and responsibilities, contact Mapping Your Future at feedback@mappingyourfuture.org or contact the 

Department of Education at 1-800-4-FEDAID. The answers included in this document are not official guidance, but constructed to the best of the ability of 

the presenter and the Mapping Your Future staff.
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Can you or should you fill out the FAFSA each year? The student should fill out the FAFSA each year. The FAFSA is used as 

the base application for a variety of federal, state, and institutional 

aid programs.

General

Can you submit the FAFSA prior to applying to the schools? Yes, you can list schools that you are interested in, but don't have to 

have applied to them yet.

General

Do you have to be a high school student to apply for federal 

financial aid?

No, federal student aid is not limited to graduating high school 

students. 

General

For the 10 colleges to list, does the order matter in which they 

appear?

No, the order of the schools does not matter when designating 

where to send the FAFSA information.

General

Hi, I am a DACA student and I tried to do the FSA ID in advance. 

I was told to insert all zero's for the social security part but it did 

not work. What should I do? Thank you!

Undocumented students, including DACA recipients, are not eligible 

for federal student aid, but you may still be eligible for state or 

college aid, in addition to private scholarships. Check with your 

college or career school’s financial aid office for more information.

For additional information, undocumented students please visit: 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/financial-aid-and-

undocumented-students.pdf. 

General

I have twins going into college fall of 2017. I assume I will do 

two different FAFSAs?  Will the fact that we are paying for two 

different college educations be taken into consideration?  Or 

are they processed separately with no connection?

Regardless if the students are twins, or just both in college at the 

same time, the parent would help the first student complete the 

FAFSA. At the end of the FAFSA, the parent will be asked if he has 

another student to complete a FAFSA for, and then can transfer the 

parent information to the second FAFSA. The parent portion of the 

Expected Family Contribution is then equally divided between the 

number of students in college. The total Expected Family 

Contribution may be different for each student, depending on the 

student's income and/or assets.

General

If I have info already on FAFSA, will it be erased and I have to re-

type it on Oct. 1, 2016?  Do I have to wait for Oct. 1, 2016 to 

submit info I have now?

The 2017-18 FAFSA was available on October 1. If you have a 

completed FAFSA on file from prior years, some information will be 

transferred in to the renewal application. Incomplete FAFSAs are 

voided after a certain number of days, so that information may or 

may not be available to transfer in. If you sign in via the student FSA 

ID, the information associated with that will transfer in. 

General
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If one of your parents have student debt, does that effect my 

chances of getting aid?

Federal student aid is generally not credit-based, except for the 

Direct PLUS Loan for parents. 

General

If student is attending summer of 2017, do we need to fill out 

FAFSA before Oct. 1?

If the student will attend school in the summer of 2017, it is likely 

that the 2016-17 FAFSA will need to be completed. The financial aid 

office could answer the question for certain.

General

If the student is on track to graduate high school with an 

Associates in Arts Degree, what college grade level will the 

student be at the beginning of the 2017-18 academic year? 

For FAFSA purposes, if the student has received an AA degree, we 

recommend answering the question as a "junior." However, please 

note, the school may evaluate the student's transcript and not accept 

all incoming credits and may change the grade level classification.  If 

so, the financial aid office will update their records accordingly. 

General

If the student is applying to more than 10 schools what do you 

do?

The student can list 10 schools on the FAFSA. Additional schools can 

be provided the Data Release Number (DRN) that is listed on the 

Student Aid Report (SAR) so the school can retrieve the records 

electronically via the Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR). 

General

What is the deadline to apply for FAFSA for the 2017-2018 

school year?

The 2017-18 FAFSA can be completed through June 30, 2018. 

However, keep in mind that colleges will have their own priority 

deadlines, so we recommend that you abide by their 

recommendations.

General
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